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This study was requested by the Ghana Copyright 
Office as part of the Swiss-Ghanaian Intellectual 
Property Project Phase II (SGIP II).

The interest in quantifying the contribution of copyright and related rights-based 

industries to national economies is spreading globally. Literature suggests that substantial 

parts of today’s economies are associated with creative activities that rely on sound and 

well-designed copyright laws (UNESCO, 1992; Howkins, 2001; WIPO, 2014).
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The main objective of the study is to provide empirical evidence 

on the contribution of copyright and related rights-based 

industries to the economic performance of Ghana. 

The policy-oriented analysis of this study thus represents an 

initial contribution to developing a better understanding of the 

key issues underlying the copyright economy and its 

development dimensions in Ghana. The results of the study, 

therefore, provide data and the economic rationale for evidence-

based policy-making in the field of copyright protection and 

enforcement.

Objective



Methodology
This study followed the methodology of the WIPO 2015 Revised “Guide on Surveying the Economic Contribution 
of the Copyright Industries”. The WIPO methodology distinguishes between 4 different groups of copyright 
industries based on the level of dependence on copyright material, namely:

CORE Interdependent Partial

industries which are wholly 
engaged in the creation, 
production and 
manufacture, performance, 
broadcasting, 
communication and 
exhibition, or distribution 
and sale of works and 
other protected subject 
matter.

industries which are 
engaged in the production, 
manufacture and sale, and 
renting or leasing of 
equipment. Their function 
is wholly or primarily to 
facilitate the creation, 
production, or use of works 
and other protected 
subject matter

industries in which a portion 
of the activities is related to 
works and other protected 
subject matter and may 
involve creation, production 
and manufacture, 
performance, broadcasting, 
communication and 
exhibition, and distribution 
and sales.

industries in which a 
portion of the activities is 
related to facilitating 
broadcast communication 
and the distribution or sale 
of works and other 
protected subject matter 
whose activities have not 
been included in the core 
copyright industries.

Non-dedicated
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Data Sources
Primary

Secondary

The study relied mainly on data from the 2013 Integrated Business and Establishment Survey 
(IBES) conducted by the Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) in arriving at the baseline estimates. 
Other data sources were:

2004 
Supply 
and Use 
Table 
(SUT)

External 
trade 
statistics

Value 
Added Tax 
(VAT) data

Published 
GDP 
estimates

Labour 
force 
survey

Statistical 
Bulletin by 
Bank of 
Ghana

Annual reports 
of collective 
management 
organisations 
(CMOs)



Copyright Group No. of establishments studied
Core 23,082

Partial 131,790

Interdependent 15,626

Non-dedicated 272,022

Total 442,520

Establishments covered in the study
A total of 442,520 establishments were covered in the study, with the 
breakdown as follows:
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Study
Period

2013 -2016
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Findings

The contribution of copyright-
based industries to the 
economy continued to grow 
over the study period, 
increasing from a share of

The largest increase in GDP 
was recorded between 2014 
and 2015 with a change of 

0.77 percentage points. 3.07 percent of 

GDP in 2013 to 4.02
percent in 2016.

Compared to other sectors of 
the economy, the copyright 
sector’s share in GDP was 

higher than 10 of the 

22 sectors 
of the economy in 2013 and 
2014. 

In 2015 and 2016, the copyright sector was the eighth largest contributor to the GDP.



Among the four different copyright industry groups, the core copyright industry group (i.e. industries whose 
business is fully based on copyright-related activities) accounted for the largest contribution to GDP. 

Findings

Its share of GDP ranged from 
1.44 percent in 2013 to 
2.48 percent in 2016. 
The interdependent copyright-
based industries made the 
second largest contribution to 

GDP, with an average of 0.84
percent over the period. 

The non-dedicated copyright 
industries contributed an 

average of 0.48
percent, while the partial 
copyright-based industries 
contributed the lowest 
percentage (0.29%).



Advertising and software development have been the fastest-growing 
industries.

Findings

Industries in the press and 
literature category made the 
largest contribution to the core 
copyright industry group’s value 
added, with contributions between 

71 and 83 
percent over the study 
period. 

This finding is consistent with the 
results of most of the similar studies 
conducted in other countries. Other 
core copyright industries, whose 
average contributions ranged 

between 5 and 10 
percent of the group’s value 
added, are radio and television 
broadcasting, advertising, and 
software and databases.



Findings

The manufacture of paper was 
the largest contributor of the 
interdependent copyright-
based industries, with a share 

of between 67 and 
80 percent of the 
group’s value added over the 
four-year study period. 

Within the partial industry group, 
the manufacture and sale of 
jewellery contributed an average 

of 80 percent, 
obviously the largest contribution 
of the group. 



Findings

In terms of employment, 
the copyright sector 

accounted for 2.98 
percent of the 
national workforce in 
2013. 

The sector’s importance 
in terms of job creation 
increased over the study 
period, employing 

4.77 percent of 
the national workforce in 
2016. 

The core copyright industry 
group was the largest 
employer of the four copyright 

groups, employing 1.55 
percent of the country’s 
total workforce in 2013, with 
consistent growth up to 

2.48 percent in 
2016. 

Labor productivity was found to be higher in the copyright-based industries than the average for the economy. Thus, 
the empirical evidence robustly demonstrates the copyright sector’s potential in terms of its contribution to 
employment, poverty reduction and the economy as a whole.



Findings

The importation of copyright 
goods was significant, 

averaging 2.61 
percent of total 
imports over the four-year 
study period. 

The percentage export share of 
copyright goods averaged 

0.61 percent, far 
below the import share. 

Trade deficits were recorded for all years for copyrighted products. Jewellery, however, 
recorded large trade surpluses.



Recommendations
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Evidence from the study shows that creative industries are essential for 
the growth of a modern economy. The sector is not homogeneous, but is 
spread across industries with differing scales – from independent 
professionals to small businesses to large studios. policy interventions—
most importantly those that aim to nurture creative talent and 
encourage the development of IP—need to be carefully targeted to help 
individual artists and creative companies of all sizes to succeed. 

Government needs to become more strategic by targeting interventions 
that increase the supply and sustainability of creative talent, that 
encourage demand for and development of local IP, and that foster a 
more efficient and robust creative ecosystem.
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Recommendations
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An active copyright sector is necessary to generate investment 
opportunities which will result in a higher employment rate and 
increased levels of income and will further lead to poverty alleviation. 
The overall policy goal must be to retain existing copyright sector 
employees, improve job security and income of those already in the 
sector, and address barriers to entry and growth to create room for new 
entrants and employment expansion.

The advantages of greater formalisation should be considered, including 
the benefits of investment for building up skill capital and knowledge of 
the formal aspects of the music business. Thus, policy must enable and 
support enterprises and workers in the copyright sector.

Recommendations
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Improving the quality of data obtainable for studies such as this one is very 
important. Having recognized the interconnectivity of the copyright sector 
with other sectors of the economy, there is a need to strengthen the 
evidence base through rigorous data collection as a fundamental upstream 
investment in any coherent creative economy development policy. 

Comprehensive data on the sector provides a blueprint for analyzing the 
critical success factors that contribute to the continuous growth of the 
sector. It is recommended that the GSS should include satellite accounts 
for the copyright sector and other growing sectors such as tourism in the 
national accounts compilation. 

The GSS should also lead in harmonising all classification systems used by 
the different public institutions to overcome the challenges of 
misclassification encountered during this study.
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The total development and sustainability of the creative sector can be enhanced through 
stimulation by the government (judicial effectiveness, trade freedom, good financial 
system etc.), the legal system (property rights and well-established copyrights practices 
with the necessary enforcements) and the business environment (infrastructure facilities 
for creators, tax exemptions and subsidies for start-ups in the creative sector).

Conclusion
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